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after filling by choking, heat sealing etc. comprises at the distal end a 
gusset closing the end and having within the gusset a partial line of weakening 
e g by perforation etc. for facilitating the opening at that end by breaking 
away one ply from the wicket support by a user to gain access to the distal end 
of a sliced loaf having slices of different thickness from those at the 
proximal end. 

USE /ADVANTAGE - Plastic bag allows filling with a sliced loaf etc. and sealing 
of filling and allows user easily to access bag at either end. 
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"Improvements in or Relating to a Plastics Bag" 

Wc, BORDEN (NZ) LIMITED, a company duly incorporated under the laws of New 
Zealand of 100 Carbine Road, Mt Wellington, Auckland, New Zealand hereby declare 
the invention for which we pray mat a patent niay U granted to us, and tfa C method by 
which it is to be performed, to be particularly desoibed m and by me foUowing 
statement- 1 °? 
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# a wrapping^ a loaf of bread (whether a* or uncut) formed by such a ta, «J 
means and snethods. 

• wrappings which sometimes allow the viewing of some of the contents. The bread 

Traditionally the bags have taken the form of a plastics bag into which the bread 
has been loaded with the open end of the bag men having been sealed typically by a 

• wire plastic tag or adhesive tape wrapping after the mourn opening has been choked 
and/'or twisted, ta some omer forms heat sealing and/or adhesive arrangements may be 

utilised. 

Such existing bag technology ha, a disadvantage, however, in rha, it encourages 
the opening of the container, subsequent to purchase, from the open bag end only. 

The present invention is directed to a bag and bread wrappings and related means 
and methods which will provide an alternative ,0 these existing forms and. particularly, 
will allow the selective opening of either of the ends or both tie ends. 

In a first aspect, the present i nvention consi sts in aplastics bag having auopen 
tad d^dXaU bag being of a to to accommodate a loaf of breadjaidj^end 
to be closed byThoking. sealing or the like and said bag being provided distal&om the 
» open end with* .least one line of partM weakness which win fadhta^the opening of 

the closed end of thebag. 

Preferabry'saTd line ofpartial weakness is .Loradjacent the closed end. 

pTefcraWy^heltosed end is in me form of a gusseted bottom and preferably, the 
* at least partial line of weakening U withm the gusseted bottom. 

In yet a further aspect, the present invention consists in a wicketted, fillable 
plastics bag having an open and closed end suitable for containing a loaf of bread 
formed from two plies, the open end of the bag having one of the plies adapted to be 
received by and to break a**y from a wicket support duimg, or subsequent to, a filhng 
process and there is provided, distal from said open end, at least one line ofpartial 
weakness which is sufficiently strong not to open during the intended filling procedure 
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brt^oh,^^ to ffltoe.P^d« for. f^Uity -h-bythcb.gc.nb. opened . 
« . loeri on on the tat in prfcrence to or * «d •• the end disal from said closed 

£Xld. 

Preferably, said at least one line of partial weakness is provided at or adjacent 
the closed end 

In yet a forte aspect, the present invention consists in a bread containing 
package of the loaf of cut bread having thickros of one thickness at one end and 
another thickness at or towards, the other end, saidpackage tav^«dott^E« 
and said other end closed, said one end closeable by choking, sealing or the like 
wherein there is provided, distal from said one end, at least one line of partial 
weakness which in use will facilitate the opening of the otherwise closed bag at that 
end thereby enabling the user to access either said one end or said o'her end. 

Preferred forms of the present invention will now be describe i with reference to 

the accompanying drawings in which; 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bag which is perforated inside die gusset in 

accordance with the invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the bag in Figure, 1 in a filled condition; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the bag of Figure 1 in a filled aad closed 
condition; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a plastic bag which is perforated on the outside 
of the gusset; 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the bag of Figure 4 in a filled condition; 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of the bag of Figure 4 in a filled and closed 
condition; 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a bag which is perforated across the bag front in 

accordance with the invention; 

Figure 8 is a respective view of the bag of Figure 7 in a filled condition; 

Figure 9 is a perspective view of the bag of Figure 7 ra a filled and closed 
condition. 
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The bag 20 has sn open end land a closed end 2. The bag is constructed of two 
plies of wrapping. Wrappings are sealed on both sides 3 and 4. The open end 1 of the 
bag preferably, has holes 5 and 6. These enable the bag to be secured on a wicket 
arrangement The closed end 2 preferably, has a section of wrapping folded so as to 
form a gusset 7. The wrapping forms a front side of the bag 9 and a back side 8. The 
bag contains a line of partial weakness, such as, for example, perforations 10. 

In one form of the invention the line of partial weakening 10 is inside the gusset, 

sec Figures 1, 2 and 3. 

In one variant of the invention, the line 10 is across the bag front 9 outside the 

gusset 7 as shown in Figures 4, 5 and 6. 

In yet another variant of the invention, the line of partial weakening 10 lies at or 
towards the middle of the bag front 9 as shown in Figures 7, 8 and 9. 

Sometimes bread is marketed in a sliced form and one particular sliced form that 
has foi^xl some market acceptance has been the sc-*a!led "thick'n'thin" form of cut 
where mat thickness that a user wishes to enjoy fresh is accessed first and any bread 
that is not consumed while it remains fresh is at a more desirable thickness for toast. 
While such pre-cut bread forms have been known and have required special packaging 
when packaging was by means of wax paper the recent trends towards the use of 
plasties as the wrapping has seen the demise of this favoured pre-cut form. The 
present invention provides a bag and related methods and means which should sec a 
renewed interest in this particular pre-cut bread form. 

In the preferred form of the present invention the wrapping is preferably of a 
plastics material such as, for exnrple, a food grade plastic. 

Preferably the wrapping is in the form of a bag capable of being filled on a 
wicket in a conventional manner, ie. the bag can be opened if desired by hand or by an 
air blast while being retained on a wicket 

The use of the invention will now be described. 

The open end of the bag 1 is attached to a wicket by means of holes 5 and 6. 
The bag is opened, either by hand or blast of air, while being retained on the wicket 
The bag is filled with its contents, this is shown in Figures 2, 5 and 8 . The bag is 



ejected fern. ft. wicket by meats of application of a pressure which causes the holes 3 
and 6 to tear through. The open end 1 of the teg if closed by choking and/or seabng. 

This is shown in Figures 3, 6 and 9. 

It can be seen that the partial weakening or perforation provide a means for the 
user to access the contents of the bag at or towards the closed end Furthermore, it can 
be seen tat choked or closed off wicketted end can be accessed by the breakutg of 
seal removal of the wire tape or tag in the convention manner. 

Thus, the invention provide* a means of allowing the user to obtain easy access 
to the contents which are at or towards the wicketted end of the bag 1 or. alternately, 
at or towards die closed end 2. 
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WHAT WE CLAIM IS: 

1. A plastics bag having an open and closed end, said bag being of a size to 
accommodate a loaf of bread, said open end to be closed by choking, sealing or the 
like and said bag being provided, distal from the open end with at least one line of 
partial weakness which will facilitate the opening of the closed end of the bag. 

2. A bag of claim 1 wherein said weakening is by perforation. 

3. A bag of claims 1 or 2 wherein said line of partial weakness is at or adjacent the 

closed end 

4. A bag of any one of the preceding claims wherein die closed end is in the form 
of a gussetcd bottom. 

5. A bag of claim 4 wherein me at least line of partial weakness is within the 
gusseted bottom. 

6. A bag substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to any one or more 
of the accompanying drawings. 

7. A wicketted, tillable plastics bag having an open and closed end suitable for 
staining a loaf of bread formed from two plies, the open end of the bag having one 
of the plies adapted to be received by and to break away from a wicket support during, 
or subsequent to, a filling process and mere is provided, distal from said open end, at 
least one line of partial weakness which is sufficiently strong not to open during the 
intended filling procedure but which, subsequent to filling, provides for a facility 
whereby the bag can be opened at a location on the bag in preference to or as weU as 
the end distal from said closed end. 

8. A bag of claim 7 wherein said weakness is by perforation. 

9. Abagofciam»7or8wheremsaidatleastonelmeofpartial weakness is 

provided at or adjacent the closed end. 

10. A bread containing package of a loaf of cut bread having thickness of one 
thickness at one end and another thickness at, or towards, the other end, said package 
having said one end open and said other end closed, said one end closcable by 
choking, sealing or the like wherein there is provided, distal from said one end, at least 
one line of partial weakness which in use will facilitate the opening of the otherwise 
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closed bag at that end thereby enabling the user to access either said one end or said 
other end. 

11. A package according to claim 10 wherein the loaf of cut bread is contained 
within the bag of any one of claims 2-9 and, wherein the open end of the bag is 
closed. 

12. A package as claimed in claim 10 substantially as hereinbefore described with 
reference to any one or more of the accompanying drawings. 
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